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Why do we do Church, gathering every Sabbath
for songs, prayer, preaching and fellowship?

It is a relevant question, because there are many
Christians who do it “solo”, preferring to stay
perhaps at home (as opposed to attending weekly
church fellowship) and utilising an abundance of
online Christian content.

Of course, there are all kinds of reasons for this.
Some have become disillusioned with church
liturgy, governance or polity. Others have
experienced personal fallouts. Yet others struggle to
find an audience to promote certain pet doctrines.
The reasons are varied.

There are, however, strong and compelling reasons
why we do gather each week and experience church
as community. It’s all summed up generally in the
notion that our coming together exemplifies our
shared lives in Christ as our Lord intended.

The question remains, whether we can legitimately
replicate the fullness of our potential in Christ at
home and without the foibles inherent often in
church life? Central to this discussion is the nature
of the call to discipleship in the context of the
church and, how this dynamic is tailored into the
very fabric of what church means.

Church is a life of worship lived within the context
of shared community. This results in being more
effectively taught nurtured and equipped for service
in the Word of God. Under the terms of the new
covenant we have in Christ, Jesus commands us to
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follow him, and this life of following Him
incorporates the distinctiveness of the annual Lord’s
Supper service. Instituted by Jesus, it is observed
notably in community.

The very nature of shared suffering and communion
in a spirit of sacrifice and service brings us directly
into the heart of Christ community, the Church. For
not only do we (together) proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes, but in the symbol and ordinance of
foot washing, we follow Christ, “as I have done to
you, so you also do to one another”. (John 13:15)

Thus the sense of community that Christ modelled
is exalted by his own humility and service, as well
as the intentional use of the term “one another”.

Throughout the Old Testament, we read where
God’s people are called into “holy convocation” — a
convocation being a large, formal assembly of
people coming together. The weekly Sabbath
appears as one of God’s appointed times, when
faithful people gather for worship and to hear the
Word. This was the practice of Jesus, as recorded in
Luke chapter 4, when he selected a passage from
Isaiah to read out aloud.

The Psalms also set the stage for an ongoing life of
worship, where song and music powerfully convey
a language that moves heart, mind and spirit. Those
gifted in music and song then serve the greater
assembly and so, together, we may find ourselves
joyfully singing the words of an old hymn, “To God
be the Glory, Great things He has done. So loved
He the world, that He gave us His Son.”
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We see further examples
throughout Scripture of faithful
leaders, prophets, disciples who
became apostles, as well as
teachers anointed and enabled
by the Holy Spirit to speak, giv-
ing life to the very words of
God. The Scripture further com-
pels the listener with: “He who
has an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit says to the church-
es.” (Revelation 3:22) May we
hear and take to heart!

Many times we’ll also read,
“Thus says the LORD God...”
For us today, those words aren’t
a distant and past echo, but a
powerful and motivating whisper
deep into our hearts.

Prophets cried out at gathered
assemblies, “Hear, O Israel...”
Isaiah, in particular, was com-
missioned to “Cry aloud, spare
not; Lift up your voice like a
trumpet...,” (Isaiah 58:1 NKJV)
in the presence of those God was
appealing to.

Jesus taught widely, privately
with his closest followers as well
as often to large crowds. He at-
tributed the authority and teach-
ing by which He spoke to His
Heavenly Father. He emphasised
that the words he spoke weren’t
his, but came from above. Are
we also able to make that claim?
Does everything we say glorify
our Father in heaven and equally
bless those listening?

Of course, we can’t reflect this
calling unless we’re connected to

Christ. Today, called by the
Father through Christ, and in the
Holy Spirit, we find ourselves
drawn and compelled into com-
munity — the shared life of
Christ.

As many can easily testify, the
church Christ is building is still
far from perfect. Building from
the brokenness of sin that all hu-
manity inherited, the church ex-
hibited major flaws and failing in
the first century within just a few
decades from Jesus’ ascension
into heaven. Jesus’ affirming and
correcting words to those seven
such churches in Revelation
chapters 2 and 3 could just as
well be speaking to contempo-
rary Christianity today!

Successive generations of peo-
ple, throughout changing cultures
and circumstances, are still
working and growing into the
holiness and vibrancy that Christ
fully intended. We want to be a
vibrant 21* century church! This
can only happen as Christ is
formed in each of us (Galatians
4:19).

The entire church is known in
Scripture as the “body of Christ”,
and is made up of many parts,
with the whole ideally reflecting
more completely Jesus Christ
Himself. As we grow and reflect
the living Christ more thoroughly
and deeply, the internal process
of conversion from dead to liv-
ing, from broken to complete,
from sick to whole, is manifested
in the Church community as a
whole and together becoming
sanctified and holy.

The dynamic of discipleship and
the commission of the church
work hand-in-hand.

Many of us, however, find our-
selves, or the person next to us
perhaps, and sadly sometimes in
our experience the entire church,

troublingly less than Christ-like
and less than holy. We instead
see a church fraught with fail-
ures and foibles, not dissimilar
to our first century forebears as
illustrated in Jesus’ message in
Revelation 2-3. And thus “going
to church” can sometimes seem
a burdensome effort. It needn’t
be that way.

The church can also appear to be
more of a “hospital for the sick”
than a “sanctuary for the saints”;
both, however, as we discover, are
inherently flawed views.

There are three fundamental tenets
that can help someone not only
find church community, and not
only stay, but also thrive in their
God-given calling to become the
greatest and most effective they
can be within Christ community,
and all for His glory and praise.

The first tenet to measure where
one might fit into the body of
Christ is:

Can you basically agree with the
basic, fundamental core doctri-
nal/theological statements of the
church?

This perhaps ranks as number one
in this equation. Of course, there’ll
be lots of diverse peripheral issues
and understandings within various
churches and church cultures, but
we’re speaking here of the main
pillars of belief.

If you can adequately answer
“Yes, I can see what is taught
aligns with the Bible,” then we’re
ready to ask the second question:

Am I able to worship there?

Is God’s word and Presence exalt-
ed every Sabbath in praise, prayer
and preaching? Is Jesus Christ, the
Son of God, the centre of church
life? Am I personally being drawn
into the very presence of God? Do
I experience healing balm for the
soul, and the joy of knowing our
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Saviour in a deep, close com-
munion? Am [ more inspired,
more empowered, and better
equipped than when I first tenta-
tively walked in through those
doors?

If we can resoundingly say
“Yes” to these, then we’re ready
to ask the third and final ques-
tion:

Am I able to serve there?

With the gifts and grace God has
bestowed each of us, for His
glory and the blessing of every-
one else —am I able to effective-
ly serve in some capacity?

Christianity isn’t a spectator vo-
cation. All participants of the
Body of Christ have important,
interdependent functions which
are epitomised by service. When
comparing the human body to
the Body of Christ, the church,
Paul eloquently told those in
Corinth, “The eye cannot say to
the hand, ‘I have no need of
you,” nor again the head to the
feet, ‘I have no need of you.” (1
Corinthians 12:21 ESV)

In other words, we need each
other. Like a branch that needs
to be connected to the vine in
order to thrive and not wither
(John 15), only when connected
in Christ will we be able to ef-
fectively serve together with
those God has also called.

So again, these are the three pri-
mary questions we must be able
to adequately answer:

Am I able to agree on basic doc-
trines?

Am I able to worship there?

Am [ able to serve there?

And, as a result, perhaps we can
also ask: Am [ forming deep
friendships within this church

community?

Because, if any of these three
are significantly deficient, our
walk in Christ within the context
of church community will not
only disappoint, but will almost
certainly be fraught with frustra-
tion and disillusionment. The
notion of the church as being a
“hospital for the sick” isn’t a
state it has to stay in. Jesus of-
fers not only healing, but for-
giveness and wholeness as well.

If we liken a church to a hospi-
tal, then, hospitals are also de-
fined by their skilled, dedicated
and capable “doctors and nurs-
es”. The church, likewise, needs
equipped and capable leaders,
teachers, pastors, mentors, and
those in women’s ministry.

You see, Jesus began to inspire
his disciples to understand his
mission of “seeking and saving
the lost”. He did so by asking
them to do one thing. He said,

e TIVEST:

The harvest is plentiful, but the
labourers are few; therefore
pray earnestly to the Lord of the
harvest to send out labourers
into his harvest."(Matthew 9:37-
38 ESV

Presumably these young men
did just that. They began ear-
nestly praying about what Jesus
had opened their eyes to. They
began to appreciate the desper-
ate need of humanity without
God, and in their hearts they car-
ried this burden. They were wit-
nesses to Jesus intervening in

the brokenness of human suffer-
ing with many healings. They
listened to Him preaching, and
over time, as His disciples, they
began to see the world as Jesus
did. They also would have re-
membered the day when they
first met Jesus: ‘“Follow me and
1 will make you fishers of men”.
(Matthew 4:19)

There’s one fundamental hallmark
that identified their calling. The
centre of their discipleship, equip-
ping and later, commemoration,
was Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
Following Christ’s death and res-
urrection, we see those disciples
gathered together. This sense of
interdependency should be the
same for us today.

Jesus is the head of the church. He
is the LORD of our lives. And He
also beckons us, ‘Follow me, and
1 will make you...” In His equip-
ping, He reminds us, “4part from
me you can do  noth-
ing.” (Johnl5:5 ESV)

He says to us, “Come to me”. He
invites us to, ‘Learn from me.”

And, as a result of hearkening to
his call, we become better
equipped, empowered, and more
like Christ himself. Our destiny is
in Christ and within His church,
and is shaped by His will for the
Father’s glory. The church no
longer remains entirely a “hospital
for the sick”, but, neither is it ex-
clusively a “sanctuary for saints”
to sequester in. Like he did with
those disciples some 2000 years
ago, Jesus sends us out, saying,
“Go, and preach the good news
everywhere.”

He commands us to “baptise”. He
further instructs: “Teaching them
to observe all things that I
commanded  you.”  (Matthew
28:20 ESV)
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Thus, each and every one of us
in the body of Christ becomes
the hands, eyes, ears, heart and
mouth of Jesus. As a result, and
as His disciples, we give utter-
ance to His words, as anchored
today deep in the legacy of His
disciples’ letters, testimonies
and revelations written some
2000 years ago.

Jesus’ work is ongoing. Today
we continue what Christ began
with those young followers,
known simply as “disciples”.
And, fundamental to this disci-
pleship, nurtured within the life
of church community, is
“teaching”.

An old hymn gives echo to the
disciple’s plea, “Teach Me Thy
Way.” The Psalms feature nu-
merous  statements,  saying,
“Teach me...”

Recently, we celebrated 53 bap-
tisms in Burundi in Africa. In
Australia, this year we rejoiced
with three baptisms. And else-
where as and when we hear of
new people coming to Christ, we
rejoice at the growth that God
grants. All of heaven rejoices
with us as well. In fact, the joy
experienced among the throngs
of the angelic host in heaven is
enormous, and this is reflected
in our shared joy here on earth.

With every baptism, however,
the work of discipleship has just
begun. This is the very work that
Jesus has given to the church
collective. Converts are won “‘by
the hearing of the word”, often
through preaching, and disciples
of the Word are grown through
“teaching”. While the work of
preaching contributes to an ini-
tial personal conviction; a life-
time of learning must follow.

The object of “teaching” is so

that the new believer begins to
reflect and live the very image
and stature of Jesus Christ. That
is the nature of discipleship.
They then in turn, being compe-
tently equipped, begin the pro-
cess all over again, teaching yet
newer disciples. The work of
teaching must be an everyday
occurrence at every level of
family and faith fellowship. It is
an essential part of the life in
Christ of every believer.

It begins in the family home,
with being a parent, and then a
grandparent:

“Only be careful, and watch
yourselves closely so that you do
not forget the things your eyes
have seen or let them fade from
your heart as long as you live.
Teach them to your children and
to their children after them.”

(Deuteronomy 4:9 NIV)

Older women are teachers of
those younger. “Older women...
are to teach what is good, and so
train the young women to love
their  husbands  and  chil-
dren,” (Titus 2:3-4 ESV)

Elders and pastors are commis-
sioned and entrusted to teach.
Paul wrote to the young pastor
Titus, saying, “But as for you,
teach what accords with sound
doctrine.” (Titus 2:1 ESV)

Teaching in Christ is the doctrine
of Christ. In Greek, doctrine

means instruction. John wrote:

Everyone who goes on ahead
and does not abide in the teach-
ing of Christ, does not have
God. Whoever abides in the
teaching has both the Father
and the Son. If anyone comes to
you and does not bring this
teaching, do not receive him
into your house or give him any
greeting, (2 John 1:9-10 ESV)

In the context of the Body of
Christ, teaching His Word is an
utmost and sacred duty of the
church. To this end we’re all
equipped with various gifts and
callings. Paul wrote,

God has appointed in the church
first apostles, second prophets,
third teachers, then miracles, then
gifts of healing, helping, adminis-
trating, and various kinds of
tongues. Are all apostles? Are all
prophets? Are all teachers? Do all
work miracles? (1 Corinthians
12:28-29 ESV)

This list includes teachers. Not all
in the context of church are
equipped as teachers, but teaching
is essential to what church is all
about. Minimising teaching from
church is to remove His Word,
and therefore effectively marginal-
ise Christ!

Jesus said, “You have one Teach-
er, the Christ.” (Matthew 23:8,10)
A “Rabbi” essentially was a teach-
er. Jesus is our primary ‘“source”
and reference point.

When comparing Paul’s man-
date to elders and deacons — the
difference between the two ser-
vice roles is that elders have the
additional import to “teach”.

Continued on page six
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OShort Articles By CDavid SKidd

Seek, and you will find

If you have a treasure map
there are two vitally important
things you must do if you want to
find the treasure; firstly, read the
map, and secondly, seek the
treasure according to the map’s
instructions.

What would you think of some-
one who said, she’ll be right — 1
don’t need to read the map to
find the treasure? How about the
person who only read the map
once and said the treasure will
find me because I'm a good per-
son? Or the person who says, I'm
not a reader, but I hope I'll find
the treasure somehow? What
would you think of the person
who read the map but thought
they knew better and looked for
the treasure elsewhere? How
about the person who understood
the map, but dug for the treasure
elsewhere for fear others would
think they were crazy digging
where the map said? No doubt
you would regard them as fool-
ish.

Many, surprisingly, adopt the
attitude and approaches above in
relation to the eternal heavenly
treasure God offers. The treasure
map of the Bible is greatly

neglected and ignored. Jesus,
however, tells us only those who
seek will find and the way to
eternal life is narrow and difficult
and found by few (Matthew
7:14). Where do you stand? Are
you the sort of person who would
be excited to read a treasure map
and to follow its instructions to a
‘T’ but has a completely different
approach and attitude to God’s
precious Word?

Life is short. God is good. Isn’t it
time to seek Him as for hidden
treasure?

Six million ways to die

I marvel at the many strange
and bold Old Testament prophe-
cies about the Messiah that Jesus
amazingly fulfilled. Whilst con-
templating the prophecies con-
cerning Jesus’ death I googled
how many ways to die. A com-
mon answer was six million, but
it was suggested there’s an infi-
nite number of ways. The proph-
ets successfully predicted the
very way Jesus would die.
What’s especially astounding is
that when they wrote (hundreds
of years before Jesus’ crucifix-
ion) this means of putting some-
one to death was not even in use.

They predicted the Messiah
would die a public death, a death
involving being lifted up high,
hands and feet being pierced,
shame, humiliation, nakedness,
mockers, mobs and the involve-
ment of the official authorities.
They predicted a death producing
thirst, breathing difficulties, great
disfigurement and pain — a very

bloody death involving bruising,
wounds and whipping.

The prophecies of Christ’s cruci-
fixion are indeed inspired of God.
Psalm 22 and Isaiah 53 are great
examples to consider. The reason
for Jesus suffering and dying in
this way was also prophesied. He
did it for you and me to pay the
great price for our sins.

If you’ve never deeply considered
the inspirational Messianic proph-
ecies, I urge you to do so as they
have inspired the faith of many.
You’re welcome to send for my
free booklet Countdown to Faith
dealing with the greatest fulfilled
prophecies about Jesus Christ.

Living at the right pace

Sometimes children want to grow
up too fast. Sometimes adults are
too slow to grow up. Some are
quick to learn from mistakes. Oth-
ers are slow. Trying to get rich
quick often leads to financial ruin
and family neglect. Being slothful
in job seeking or employment may
do the same. Driving too fast has
serious consequences. Driving too
slow can too. Justice may be exe-
cuted too quickly or too slowly
with adverse effects. When we
rush, we often make costly mis-
takes. When we dawdle, others
depending on us suffer loss. If
someone is drowning we hurry to
rescue them. Are you living your
life at the right pace?

Continued on the next page.
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The Bible is full of instruction
about living at the right pace.
We are told to be swift to hear
and slow to speak. Jesus said to
agree with your adversary quick-
ly on the way to court lest the
court punish you. We are not to
speak rashly or hastily when we
pray to God. We are to be quick
in keeping our vows. With mul-
titudes around us drowning spir-
itually we should hasten to bring
them the good news of the gos-
pel of salvation.

We are also warned Jesus will
come swiftly at an hour we do
not expect when we will not have
time to get ready to meet Him.
May we delay no more in enter-
ing a saving relationship with
Him. May we be quick to heed
His words and quick to repair our
relationship with Him if it is bro-
ken.

Written by David Kidd
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Continued from page four

He must hold firm to the trust-
worthy word as taught, so that
he may be able to give instruc-
tion in sound doctrine and also
to rebuke those who contradict
it. (Titus 1:9 ESV)

Part of our church’s Ten Point
Vision is, “Committed to Disci-
pleship” — to making disciples of
Jesus.

This takes the form of teaching
the Word of God. Training, em-
powering and making more dis-
ciples, firmly rooted and
equipped in the Word of Life.

ministries that serve the way God
has gifted you. After all, we’re all
teachers by our example, followed
then by what we say. And, as
we’re called upon to share a word
among fellow believers, be it in a
church service, Bible study, or
prayer meeting, remember one
thing. Keep our thumb and our
heart anchored in the Holy Scrip-
tures, the Word of God. Pray
about the things He wants you to
pray about. Ask that the Holy
Spirit guide and prompt you. Let
His words become your words.

May we hold dear the Psalmist’s
plea:

Let the words of my mouth and
the meditation of my heart be
acceptable in your sight, O
LORD, my rock and my redeem-
er. (Psalms 19:14 ESV)

May we be Christ-centred and
Bible-based in all our teachings.
May our words be Spirit-formed
— uttering Christ’s own words.
The church then, as well as our
personal life, will reflect the
Apostle Paul’s encouragement:

Let the word of Christ dwell in
you richly, teaching and admon-
ishing one another in all wis-
dom, singing psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, with thank-

fulness in your hearts to God.

Take seriously the stewardship of And whatever you do, in word or
the many service opportunities deed, do everything in the name

that Christ community has. Seek of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks

new opportunities or

develop

to God the Father through him.

(Colossians 3:16-17 ESV)
That’s Church!
That’s Christ community!

That’s where  God has
placed, discipled, and graced us!

That’s where we belong, and
where our work begins!

Written by John Klassek

A BELL 1S NOT A BELL UNTIL
WE RING,

A SONG IS NOT A SONG UNTIL
WE SING,

A KINGDOM IS NOT A KINGDOM
UNTIL YAHSHUA MESSIAH IS
OUR KING!

By Lucien De Bruin

Editor’s note: Lucien wrote in his
letter to me, that we live in a time of
perversion where “Trans Gender”
changes and “Same Sex Marriage”
are accepted as normal and are sup-
ported by Leaders of Government.
But Lucien also stated that there will
be a time in the future where Christ
will return as King and set up His
Kingdom Paradise, where these per-
versions will not be tolerated for a
moment. [ look forward to that day!
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2018 Australia General Conference

The 2018 Australian General Conference was held in Adelaide,
between the 9th and 13th of January. We were very blessed to
! have guest speakers from overseas, such as Pastor Kung from
B Myanmar, Elder David Kidd and his wife Angella from New Zea-
land. Also Elder John Klassek, IMC Secretary from Perth.

; The theme of the conference was “Christ Centred” and “Spirit
Formed”. The sermons captured the essence of the conference theme and the praise and worship to God
and His Son was an uplifting experience for all who shared in it.

For the first time meals were provided to all who attended the conference. Breakfast, lunch and dinner
times brought wonderful sharing moments and the fellowship among the brethren will not be quickly for-
gotten. —

—

The youth held a games evening where they roped in some of the = a -~ \ ,‘
adults to compete with the youth. The spectators couldn’t stop
laughing at the antics of the adults. It was a wonderful evening!

The overwhelming consensus from the brethren who attended
the 2018 Conference, agreed it was the best conference they had
attended!

To watch the sermons from the conference and to see more _
of the photos, please go to our church website.

Wwww.coq 7aus.com




Page 8

The Edifier

THE U IN JESUS

Before U were thought of or time had began,
God stuck U in the name of His Son.

And each time U pray, you’ll see it’s true,
You can’t spell out JesUs and not include U.
You’'re a pretty big part of His wonderful name,
For U, He was born; that’s why He came.

And His great love for U is the reason He died.
It even takes U to spell crUcified.

Isn’t it thrilling and splendidly grand
He rose from the dead, with U in His plan?

The stones split away, the gold trUmpet blew,
And this word resUrrection is spelled with a U.

When JesUs left earth at His Upward ascension,
He felt there was one thing He just had to
mention.

“Go into the world and tell them it’s true
That I love them all—Just like I love U.”

So many great people are spelled with a U,
Don’t they have a right to know JesUs too?

It all depends now on what U will do,
He’d like them to know ,
But it all starts with U,
Will YOU pass it on.

By Max Tabone

Thursday evening,
March 29th, 2018

Therefore when you come together in one
place, it is not to eat the Lord's Supper .

1 Corinthians 11:20

For | received from the Lord that which |
also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus
on the same night in which He was betrayed
took bread; 24 and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and said, "Take, eat;
this is My body which is broken for you; do
this in remembrance of Me." 25 In the same
manner He also took the cup after supper ,
saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My
blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me."

1 Corinthians 11: 23-25

Please send for the free booklet on the
Lord’s Supper
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